EX(ON COMPANY, US.A.

POST OFFICE BOX 2180 « HOUSTON, TEXAS 77252-2180

July 16, 1999

PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT

30 CFR 250

Minerals Management Service Proposed Rule
Training of Lessee and Contractor Employees
Engaged in Oil and Gas and Sulphur Operations
64 Federal Register 19318, April 20, 1999

Department of the Interior
Minerals Management Service
Mail Stop 4024

381 Elden Street

Herndon, Virginia 20170-4817

Attention: Rules Processing Team
Dear Sir:

Exxon Company, U.S.A. appreciates the opportunity to comment on the subject Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking. We support the MMS initiative to further address development of a
performance based training system and the ongoing effort to provide more flexibility in the
training regulations white continuing to ensure that offshore workers are properly trained.
We commend the MMS for conducting the June 10, 1999, workshop to provide an
opportunity for the exchange and discussion of ideas concerning training.

Having OCS operations conducted by well-trained personnel is absolutely essential for
safe operations and environmental protection. However, we are concerned about the
expanded scope and associated increase in compliance and record keeping burden
associated with this proposed rule. The requirement that all lessees develop a detailed
training plan which includes training and job qualification requirements for each position,
for all employees, lessee or contractor, will result in a significant increase in administrative
burden and cost.

It is not readily apparent why MMS is proposing these sweeping revisions to the training
regulations. We believe MMS could achieve its purpose of providing added flexibility by
allowing lessees. instead of requiring them, to develop training programs in a performance
based environment by revising the existing regulations in 30 CFR 250.1512 and 1513 to
allow this alternative, performance based, compliance. Many lessees have developed and
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implemented Safety and Environmental Management Programs (SEMP) in accordance
with APl Recommended Practice 75. Training is a key element of SEMP and includes
establishment of training programs so that all personnel, lessee and contractor, are trained
in accordance with their duties and responsibilities.

We recommend the MMS withdraw the proposal, and retain the existing regulatory
program. However, if MMS does move forward with this rulemaking we have enclosed for
your consideration detailed comments. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact me (713-656-0261) or Noel Bethea (713-656-8625).

Sincerely,
Ry 4. M ﬁ{;j "
R. A. Mentzer

Operations Integrity Manager

Attachments
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